Withdrawal from chronic nicotine fails to produce a conditioned taste aversion to saccharin in rats.
Sprague-Dawley rats were maintained on a daily regimen of nicotine, morphine or saline administration for 28 days. Following the discontinuation of the daily drug regimen, rats were given a choice of tap water or a saccharin-water solution. The rats previously receiving morphine drank significantly less saccharin-water solution than did the rats receiving nicotine or saline injections. The failure of the nicotine rats to display a conditioned aversion to the novel saccharin flavor suggests that nicotine did not produce a physiological withdrawal syndrome analogous to morphine withdrawal in this paradigm.